
Congregate Dining Coordinator, Lynn Traun, visiting with a few of the residents after dinner.
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Imagine yourself waking up under a bridge 
or on the bus you rode all night to stay warm 
in below zero temperatures and wondering 
where your next meal will come from or if 
you will survive another day. These are the 
people Clare Housing serves - HIV positive 
people who are marginalized in our commu-
nity and have little, if any access to medical 
care or financial resources. They are often 
homeless or on the verge of homelessness, 
have a mental illness or chemical addiction. 
They are people who come from impover-
ished backgrounds.

Sixty-four percent of Clare Housing’s resi-
dents come from a long-term homeless 
situation. The staff recognizes that the 
residents who come from homeless back-
grounds may need assistance in adapting 
to their new environment and community. 
“When a resident moves into Clare Housing 
the first goal is to stabilize their housing and 
meet their basic needs, and then to work on 
providing services that will heighten their 
quality of life,” says Michele Boyer, Director 
of Programs.

Last July, the staff at Clare Housing devel-
oped two new strategies to assist residents 
who need a deeper level of support: a con-
gregate dining program at Clare Apartments 
and a housing specialist dedicated to help-
ing those individuals who have experienced 
long-term homelessness. 

Congregate Dining

Clare Housing’s assisted living program is 
designed to help those who need additional 
supportive services. The nursing staff has 
frequently noticed that residents either do 
not have the ability to prepare their own 
nutritious food due to HIV co-factors such 
as poor appetite, depression and/or de-
mentia issues. In September, we launched a 
congregate dining program for residents en-
rolled in the assisted living program at Clare 
Apartments.

Proper and consistent nutrition is vital for the 
health of the residents. By offering residents 
two warm and ready-to-serve meals a day, 
five days a week, staff will be able to monitor 

diets and nutrition, as well as offer residents 
a social environment to help improve their 
mental health.

“We have seen the benefits of community 
dining in the care homes and we wanted 
to bring those services to the assisted liv-
ing residents at Clare Apartments,” says 
Michele. “The staff is seeing first-hand the 
residents eat nutritious food twice a day 
and the dining experience has created a 
supportive social environment.”

In order for the program to begin, the kitchen 
in the community room was upgraded and a 
welcoming dining room was created in the 
community room. Clare Housing contracts 
with RS Eden to deliver hot meals cafeteria 
style. Staff was also expanded. Lynn Traun 
joined the staff as the dining coordinator. Her 
role is to serve dinner to the residents and 
to provide positive, supportive interaction 
with them. “In the beginning, the residents 
would come to dinner and sit by themselves. 
After a few weeks, they were eating together, 
helping with set-up and clean up, and social-
izing,” says Lynn Traun, Congregate Dining 
Coordinator.

The program is well received by the resi-
dents. If a resident does not show up for 

We are always looking for ways to share the 
Journey Home program in the community.

 Ideas include but not limited to:

  Host a Lunch ‘n Learn at your place of 
business. All it takes is a simple invitation 
from you to your colleagues and we will do  
the rest! 

  Host a private Journey Home tailored to 
fit your schedule. Host a Happy Hour Journey 
Home, or a morning Coffee Hour Journey Home. 

By hosting a Journey Home program you are 
helping us spread the word about Clare Housing’s  
mission and the impact we provide to people  
living with HIV/AIDS.

To RSVP or to schedule a Journey Home  
event call Debbie Wyman at (612) 236-9528  
or debbie.wyman@clarehousing.org.

Imagine what life is like for a person who lives on less than 
$8,000 a year, is HIV-positive, homeless and does not have 
access to medical care, or a safe, warm bed.

Article continues on page 3 . . .

2014 DATES AND LOCATIONS

MARCH 12

APRIL 9

MAY 7 

JUNE 11

JULY 9

AUGUST 6

GRACE HOUSE

CLARE MIDTOWN

CLARE APARTMENTS 

CLARE MIDTOWN

CLARE APARTMENTS

CLARE MIDTOWN

4:00 – 5:00 pm

8:00 – 9:00 am

5:00 – 6:00 pm 

5:00 – 6:00 pm 

8:00 – 9:00 am

5:00 – 6:00 pm 

COMMUNITY REPORT

The Journey Home Program is a one-hour interactive 
program that demonstrates how affordable housing and 
supportive services improve the quality of life for people 
living with HIV/AIDS in the Twin Cities.



lunch or dinner the staff knows to check on 
them or in some cases a resident will go to 
check on his friend. “Sharing a meal with the 
same people every day, you begin to develop 
friendships,” says Lynn. “We play music, have 
special desserts and enjoy each other’s com-
pany. Just the other day I witnessed a younger 
resident help an older resident learn how to 
use his new cell phone.”

Seven months into the program the results 
and feedback are what the staff had hoped 
for. “The plan is to find the resources to ex-
pand the program not only to Clare Midtown 
but the staff’s dream is to offer the program 
to all of the residents at Clare Housing,” says 
Michele. 

Housing Stability Specialist

When Clare Midtown opened in 2011, a third of 
the residents had a long-term homeless back-
ground. The state defines long-term homeless 
as a person who is homeless for a year or more 
or at least four times in the past three years. 
Coming from a homeless situation to a safe 
and stable home can be overwhelming for 
many individuals. Six months into the open-
ing of Clare Midtown we had a 31% turnover 
rate. “It is not unusual to have that kind of 
turnover, serving those who come from a 

homeless background. For many they are 
unaccustomed to stable housing or having 
their own lease and not sure how to go from 
survival mode to living in a safe communi-
ty,” says Michele.

Staff is committed to strengthening ser-
vices to those residents. A grant from HUD’s 
Housing Opportunities for People Living 
with HIV/AIDS program allowed the oppor-
tunity to create a part-time specialist who 
will provide direct support to assist resi-
dents through the move-in process, identify 
barriers to long-term housing success, and 
create individualized plans to address ob-
stacles to maintaining permanent housing.

Kate Krueger joined the program staff in 
August as the Housing Stability Specialist.   
“When I work with a resident who comes 
from an extensive homeless background you 
can see how nervous they are about moving  
somewhere permanent.  But then they get 
their keys to their own apartment and you 
see the smile on their faces.  My joy comes 
from knowing that they don’t need to worry 
about where they are going to sleep tonight 
and they finally have a home,” says Kate.

By providing residents with a deeper level 
of services such as congregate dining and 
hands-on support, the outcomes show that 
residents will maintain healthier lifestyles 

and remain in stable housing. “The staff 
identified a need to increase our supportive 
services for residents who struggle in transi-
tioning to permanent housing and a nutrition 
program for our assisted living residents. 
I am thrilled we were able to launch these 
two important programs. Providing quality 
and responsive supportive services is at the 
core of our mission,” says Chuck Peterson, 
Executive Director.
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Message from the Executive Director
It’s hard to believe that I’ve completed my first eight months 
as Clare Housing’s new executive director.  I’m deeply grateful 
for all the support I’ve received over the last several months 
and have been continually inspired by the dedication of the 
hundreds of volunteers who cook meals, garden, and provide 
companionship and support for our residents. The generos-
ity of our community is the foundation of Clare Housing and is 
what built the strong organization you see today.

Over the last several months, I’ve been thinking a lot about how 
the AIDS epidemic has changed since it started in 1982. Today, 

approximately 35 million people are infected with HIV, of which approximately 1.1 mil-
lion are in the U.S. One in four new infections occur in youth ages 13 – 24 years and 
about 60% of those youth with HIV do not know they are infected, are not getting 
treated, and can unknowingly pass the virus on to others. This new reality presented 
itself to Clare Housing recently when we housed a 21 year-old HIV positive gay man in 
our Project Cornerstone program.

With the advancement of new medications to suppress the HIV virus and slow disease 
progression, we are seeing significant gains in life expectancy.  People are now, more 
than ever in the history of Clare Housing living with HIV.  But for many of our residents, 
HIV continues to be a disabling and sometimes, fatal disease.

For those who are aging with HIV we are seeing a host of new health concerns. People 
are developing diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, rare cancers, and 
heart disease, in addition to HIV-related infections. With multiple conditions to man-
age, and increased levels of mental health disorders and chemical dependency, people 
aging with HIV pose a new care challenge to Clare Housing.

In January, the Clare Housing Board of Directors launched its work to develop a new stra-
tegic framework that will guide our work into the future. Over the next several months 
we will discuss a variety of opportunities that will ensure we can continue providing the 
services and care needed for our residents. We will be thinking about new ways to inte-
grate care – involving multiple providers and partners.  We will explore how we can best 
meet the affordable housing needs of those living with HIV in our community, and how 
we can house the 200+ individuals on our waiting list.  As we begin this process, what we 
know for sure is that our model of affordable housing, combined with supportive services 
has had a positive effect on people's ability to maintain stable housing and achieve better 
health outcomes. 

I welcome your input as the Board of Directors and staff embark on these conversa-
tions. If you have ideas, please call or e-mail me.  Our community built Clare Housing 
and it is the community that will sustain and envision its future of providing quality 
services and affordable housing for people living with HIV/AIDS in Minnesota.

Chuck Peterson 
Executive Director

 . . . Article continued from cover

Meet Randall 
Two years ago, Randall lost his housing due to extensive hospital and 
nursing home stays. Unable to work for health reasons and with limited 
income he wasn’t able to find housing he could afford. 

Randall had been on the waiting list at Clare Apartments and Clare Midtown since 
2011. With Clare Housing’s partnership with Spirit on Lake (Clare Housing operates 
5 of the units for HIV-positive individuals over the age of 55) Randall was offered 
his own apartment in September. “I was living at my cousin’s house for over a year 
and had all of my belongings in storage. I was so relieved when Michele called me 
with the news that I had a home. I now don’t need to worry about my housing,” says 
Randall. This spring, Randall will have to have several surgeries and he won’t need 
to worry about where he will live when he leaves the hospital. In addition, Kate, as 
his housing stability specialist, will help him connect to the services and support he 
needs as he heals.

RANDALL, 55 
HIV+ POSITIVE  

SINCE 1993

Kate Krueger visiting with Randall in his home 
at Spirit on Lake.



Jeff Flynn
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LETTER FROM 
BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
It is my pleasure to begin my term as the new Clare 
Housing board president. 

My association with Clare Housing began more than 20 
years ago. I never expected that I would care so much 
about this organization. My journey began out of my 
own grief and helplessness following the death of my 
husband’s best friend Guy who died from AIDS in 1989. 

I couldn’t do anything for Guy, but I wanted to do something for others who were 
living with AIDS. 

So when I learned of Grace House through St. Joan of Arc, I signed up to cook 
a monthly meal for the residents. I knew I could put a nourishing meal on the 
table but I didn’t know how I would be nourished by this experience. I never 
had a bad day at Grace House. And I never imagined that those monthly meals 
would stretch out for 17 years. 

Four years ago, I hung up my apron and traded a chair at the dining room table 
for a seat on the board of Clare Housing. I continue to be nourished by the mis-
sion and I am honored to play a role in providing affordable housing, supportive 
services and compassionate care for HIV positive individuals and their families. 

As I begin my new role on the board, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Nancy Lee, 
Anna Tockman, Bob Siegfried, and Jeff Flynn who ended their board term last 
December. They each brought incredible skills and passion in moving the agency’s 
mission forward.

I would also like to give a special thanks to Nancy Lee for her leadership as board 
president. Nancy brought a clear vision and commitment to the board over her 
seven year tenure. I also had the pleasure to serve as Nancy’s co-chair on the 
executive director search committee. It was an honor to work with Nancy on the 
important task of hiring the next leader for the agency, and it was a task. I feel 
fortunate to work with Chuck Peterson in his new role and the dedicated staff. 

The future is bright for Clare Housing and I thank all of you for your commitment 
to our mission, whether it is cooking in a care home, volunteering in other ways, 
serving on the board or making a gift to Clare Housing. Together we can make a 
difference in the lives of the residents living at Clare Housing and future residents.

Yours truly,

Ann Ruff 
Board President

Farewell Board Members
In December, we said goodbye to four board members who each served two, 3 
year terms. Their commitment and passion to their board roles were instrumen-
tal in making Clare Housing’s board of directors a stronger governing group. 

We thank them for their leadership and volunteer commitment!

Welcome Board Members
In January, we welcomed four new board members to the board of directors. 
Each of them brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to the tasks of gov-
ernance with skills in public policy, fundraising, social work and public health.

We welcome them to Clare Housing!

Nancy Lee Bob Siegfried Anna Tockman

Darielle Dannen John Estrem Jodi Pritchard John Salisbury
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Community-Based Care Homes 

•   19 individuals resided at one of Clare 
Housing’s community-based care homes.  

•   A community care manager position 
was created to manage the day-to-day 
services. This includes managing a 
staff of over 40 caregivers and moni-
toring each resident's care plan.

•   94.7% of our care homes residents have 
an undetectable HIV viral load.

•   2 residents received compassionate, 
quality end-of-life care and/or hospice 
services.

•   One resident, although disabled, main-
tained part-time employment.

Supportive Housing

•   A total of 77 residents between Clare 
Apartments and Clare Midtown received 
subsidized housing. Of these low-income 
individuals 13 were formerly homeless, 9 
were considered chronically homeless. 

•  39 residents were enrolled in the 
assisted living program in the apart-
ments. These individuals received 
supportive services such as, nurs-
ing care, medication administration, 
hands on assistance with activities of 
daily living, and building independent 
living skills.

•  94% of residents in the assisted living 
program have an undetectable HIV 
viral load.

•  69% of the residents at Clare 
Apartments and Clare Midtown 
have maintained their housing for 
two years or more.

Scattered-Site  
Affordable Housing

•   Clare Housing provided housing for 29 
adults and 23 children through 20 hous-
ing subsidies in the Project Cornerstone 
program. 

•   80% of residents retained housing 
in the program. 

•   All individuals and/or families in the pro-
gram received supportive services from 
Clare Housing staff in collaboration with 
HIV case managers to achieve housing 
stability and coordination of services.

EXPENSES

Program services

Management and general 
accrued interest

Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSES

 $3,095,169 

 $577,777

 $212,521

 $3,885,467

REVENUES AND SUPPORT

Program service fees

Contributions

Government grants and contracts

Rental revenue

Interest income and other

TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT

 $1,982,660

 $447,061

 $574,688

$490,305

 $15,371

 $3,510,085

NET LOSS ($375,382)

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 

 $11,999,879

 $11,624,497

TOTAL LIABILITIES  
AND NET ASSETS $17,206,546

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable

Accrued expenses

Accrued interest

Debt

Tenant security deposits

TOTAL LIABILITIES

 $73,561

 $211,717

 $50,955

 $5,223,336

 $22,480

 $5,582,049

ASSETS

Cash and investments

Reserves and escrows

Receivables

Other assets

Prepaid expenses

Property and equipment net

TOTAL ASSETS

 $326,976 

 $1,599,343

$502,934

 $154,767

$97,994

 $14,524,532

 $17,206,546

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

Unrestricted

Temporarily restricted

TOTAL NET ASSETS

 $8,489,584

 $3,134,913

$11,624,497

Program Outcomes
Consolidated Statement  

of Financial Position

JULY 1, 2012–JUNE 30, 2013

Program services 

Management and general 
accrued interest 

Fundraising

Program service fees 

Government grants and contracts

Rental revenue

Contributions  

Interest Income

EX
PE

NSES

5%

15%

80%

50%

2%

8%

40%

1%

14%

56%

16%

13%
Clare House closed in October 
2012 due to state funding cuts 
and changes in care.
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African American

Caucasian

Latino

American Indian

ETHNICITY  
DEMOGRAPHICS

64% Formerly Homeless

50% Mental Health Diagnosis

50% Chemical Dependency

POPULATION 
BACKGROUND



Dear Supporters,
Nearly 30 years ago, the community came together 
to help those who were suddenly dying of a newly 
discovered disease - HIV/AIDS. Since 1987 donors, busi-
nesses, foundations and volunteers have supported 
Clare Housing’s mission to provide housing, services, 
and care to low-income people living with HIV/AIDS 
each and every day. 

Each year, over 400 donors and businesses make generous gifts to Clare Housing 
and we thank you. With your support, Clare Housing is the largest HIV-specific 
housing provider in Minnesota. 

In 2013, 29% of charitable gifts received were from first-time donors. To those 
new friends, I extend my heartfelt thanks and warmest welcome. In addition, to 
the nearly 100 donors committed to our 5 year multi-year giving society, I offer my 
deepest appreciation for your on-going commitment and support. Lastly, I would 
like to thank from the bottom of my heart, the board of director’s 100% financial 
commitment and their extraordinary leadership.

Regardless of the duration of your support, we are grateful you have chosen to 
be a champion for those living with HIV/AIDS who need a permanent and afford-
able home.

While it all may have started in 1987, it continues today – with you.

Yours in gratitude,

Elisabeth Loeffler
Development and Communications Director

PS: I welcome the opportunity to thank you in person or answer 
any questions you may have. Please do not hesitate to email me at 
Elisabeth.loeffler@clarehousing.org.
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Anonymous 

The M · A ·  C AIDS Fund

Otto Bremer Foundation

John+ and Meg Atkinson*

The Barry Foundation
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Red Ribbon Ride

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
  Foundation

Mark+ and Alison Bishop*

Edward R. Bazinet Foundation 
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Geritom Medical, Inc.

Lorraine Hart*
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St. Joan of Arc

Target
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Jean and Bruce Johnson
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Thomas Mueller and Art Punyko

Betsy and Frank Russomanno*
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Marion and Emil Angelica

The Atons of Minneapolis

Robert Ball and Mark Schuler*

David Bjork and Jeff Bengtson*

Bremer Bank 

Sheila and Brian Brommel*

Steve Bubul and Lee Lewis*

Dan Caldwell+ and Matthew Clark*

Lois Carlson*

Terri Cermak and Todd Rhoades*

Dye Family Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Jeffery Flynn and David Kohn*

Carol Gardner-Tesor

Kelly Gates-Markwardt* and 
  Andrew Markwardt*

Kathy and Richard Hanousek*

H.E. and Helen Warren Foundation

Daniel and Kurt Jude*

Russ King*

Fritz Kroll

Michelle and Tom LaSalle*

Nancy Lee and Steve Hefty*

Molly Lehman and Susan Rudd*

Xander Lilly & Nathan Croner*

Mahoney Ulbrich Christiansen 
  & Russ, P.A.

Brian Thomas May*

William McClaren and 
  Paul Thurmes

Molly and John McDonald*

Medtronic Foundation

Paul Mellblom and Peter Farstad*

Eric T. Michael and Joshua Hilliger

Mike Mulligan*

Rob Nichols

Nick Pavlick*

Milo Pinkerton and Virgil Taus

Prudential Foundation  
  Matching Gifts

Lee Roehl*

Ann Ruff*+

Jane and Eric Sassenfeld*

Paula Schad

Peter Scott+ and Ron Zweber*

Bob Siegfried*

Jeanyne and John Slettom*

Corey Smith and Jason Jacobson*

Philip Spoehr and Chuck Larson*

Michael Staufacker*

John Sullivan*

Elaine Swenson*

Lynn Traun*

Triangle of Hope

Jennifer Turrentine

David Vieths*+

Westwood Lutheran Church

Debbie Wyman*

Ralph Wyman*

Ameriprise Financial

Kathy and Doug Andrus*

Bob Brandt+ and Rich Seaver*

Allen Brookins-Brown

Michael Brown

Mary Ann and John Callahan*

Mike Cassidy and Allan Holliday*

Central Bank

Community Shares of Minnesota

Janet Conn and Mike Debelak

Myrna V. Craig Trust

Tom Davis

Thomas DeGree and Dean Schlaak

John Estrem*+

Greg Fedio*

Nancy Feldman

Brian Gilligan and Steve Pospisil

Global Impact

Ray Goettl*

Fredrick Hey

Fabian Hoffner

Dorothy Cassidy Holmers

Roberta Jones*+

Peggy Knapp and 
  Catherine Settanni*

Jennifer Labovitz*

Shawn Leavitt*

Elisabeth Loeffler and 
  David Ledsinger*

Medtronic Foundation

COMMUNITY 
REPORT

DONORS

Thank you to our generous donors. 
Clare Housing is very grateful for the generous gifts from 
individuals, foundations, and businesses who support our 
mission. We would like to acknowledge the 2013 donors 
by listing their names below.

$24,999–$15,000

$999–$500

$14,999–$5,000

$25,000+

$2,499–$1,000

$4,999–$2,500 
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Beverly and Tom Berard

Nona Bergh

Peter Berrie*

Carl Besser and Joanne Montie

Leon Betterman

Sarah Beuning and John Martin

Rex Beyer and Nicholas Meyer

Bonnie Bifulk

Michael Birch

Daryl Bishop

Constance Blodgett

Geri and Milton Blumenfeld

John Bohlig

Jeffrey Bores

Patricia and Del Bosacker

Chris Boulton

Kat Bourque*

Barbara Broen and Greg Finzell

Henry Bromelkamp

Amy Brugh

Julie Bubul

Ann Bukoskey

Karin Bultman

Jimmy W. Burnett

Brian Caldwell

Jan and Steven Campbell

Patti and Ben Campbell

Maureen Cannon

Cynthia Carlson

Anne Caton

Dana Chartier

Scott Christian and Erik Doughty*

Mary and Fredrik Christiansen

Representative Karen Clark

Travis Clemens

Jane Clifford

Jeff Coate

Steven Collin

Dave Collins

Harlan Copeland

Steve Cramer and Deborah 
  Birsch-Cramer*

Kathleen Curtiss

Kathleen and Joseph Daly

Marianne D'Angelo

Dell Giving

Felecia Demay-Berman and 
  Donald Berman 

Timothy DePrey

Representative Scott Dibble

Lisa Digatono

Rosemary Dolata

Gail Dorfman

Sherri Dougherty

Nancy and Jerry Driessen

Jordan DuBois

Shawn Dunn

Devin Dwyer

Patrick Eastman

Anne Eidsvold

Robert Ekstrand

Wayne Ellingson*

Karen Elliott and Joe Casey

Patricia and Thomas Emmer

Nancy and Terry Engfer

Patricia Fair and Randall Arnold

Norma Falink

Suzanne Farrell

Robert Faulkner

Randy Ferguson

$499–$250 

$249–$1.00 
Jeffrey Masco

Roger Mattson

Lee Mauk and Russ Bursch*

Jim Maurer*

Jane McCauley

Donald McFarland

C. Richard Meckstroth

Pamela Meier*

Michael Menege and 
  Manouri Nadaraja

Loretta Menke

Marie Meyer

Terry and Tom Middleton  

Mindy Morris

Ann Morrissey and 
  Bruce Jacobson

Sharon and George Moudry

Marilyn Munk

Maureen and Jeffery Nalezny

Anthony Nasseff

Jonathan Nauman-Stoll*

Navigate Forward, Inc.

Brent Nelson

Gregory Nixon

Beth Nordstrom and Matt Hjelle

Nancy and Michael Norton

Robert Nutz

Richard Nye and Karl Breitbarth

Maren Obermeyer

Kathleen O'Brien and 
  Jeffrey Loesch

Susan O’Conner-Von

Glenn Olson

Jennifer & Chad Olson



Richard Olson and Rob Rodgers

Barb O'Toole-Brehm

Connie Overhue

Amy and Richard Owen

Joan and Mark Oyaas

Ted Page

Bruce Pappas  and Mary Jane 

Ron Pentz and Jim Rickert

Carol Peterson

Curt Peterson

Tim Peterson*

John Petroskas

Rhonda Pierce and Dan Mitchell, Jr.

John Pikala

Daniel Pinkerton and 
  Jane Johnston 

David Potter and Darwin
  Lookingbill

Michelle Baltus Pribyl and
  Joseph Pribyl

Tim Puffer

Shannon Regan

Mary Rehwald

Tom Reid*

Phoebe Reinhart

Frank Rhame

Mark Richardson and 
  Barbara Jeanetta

John Ries

Ben Riggs

Lori and Andrew Riley

Kathryn Robbins and 
  Catherine Croghan

Kath Robinson

Ann Rogers

Michael Roith

Darin Rowles *

Lisa and Mark Ruff

Muriel and Tom Runholt

Phoebe Ruona

Tony Saputo

April and Eric Schnell

Jane and Niles Schulz

Robert Schwartz

Mary Schwind

Belle and Bob Scott

Shelia Shevlin

Jeff Sibert

Joe Sinness

John Skogmo and Tom Morin

Joseph Smagacz

Jim Smith*

Lorraine Smith

Kenneth Smoron

Ron Snell

Don Sommers

Jennifer Spadine

Jeffrey Spencer

Scott Stimson

Lynn Stoltzman

Jack Stuart

Fay Sullivan

Travis Sutherland

Laura and Kurt Taken-Holtze

Gary Taruscio

Leo Tassinari*

Bryan Taylor*

Mark Tazik

Lorraine and Patrick Teel

Jacqueline and John Teisberg

Jack Thompson and Brian Forney

Thomson Reuters

David and Jean Tillman

Janet and Richard Tockman

Alex Tsatsoulis

Anne Elise Tschida

Gerry Tyrrell and Kevin Reuther*

Jeff Uecker

University Baptist Church

Keri VanOverschelde*

Grant Varo

Ashley VerBurg

Leslie Vikre

Eric Vollen*

Joanne Von Blon

Leslie Vork

Barry Vulcan

Marsha and Michael Wagner*

Kim Waldof

Jo Ann Ward and Joseph Ward III

Debra and Clay Watson

William Weber

Hope Wedge

Sue and Jim Welna

Sarah Westman

Barbara Wiegand

Lori and Andrew Wilfahrt

Lori-Anne Williams

Ronda Willsher and David Gardner

Marguerite and Alex Wilson

Ralph Winkelmeyer

Robert Winters and Jerry Kelley

Michelle and Eric Witte

Ethel Woestehoff

Leigh Wold

Mary and Wayne Wolsey

Jeff Wozniak and Marc Magnuson

Jillian Wright

Mary Wrobel

Marillyn and Clyde Wyant

Chia Xiong

Miranda Xiong 

Lisa Zeller

*  Thank you to our Friends of 

Clare Housing who pledged 

a gift of 5 years and provide 

sustainable funding for 

the agency.

+ current board member

Our apologies for any 

omissions or errors in 

presenting our 2013 donor 

listing. Should you have 

any questions or concerns, 

please contact Elisabeth 

Loeffler at 612.236.9524.

Clare Housing’s breakfast a place 
to call home results in wonderful 
community building
On October 2, over 300 guests attended Clare Housing’s third an-
nual fundraising breakfast  a place to call home at the Nicollet Island 
Pavilion. Nearly $160,000 was raised for Clare Housing's mission, a 13% 
increase over last year's breakfast.

Special thanks to The Barry Foundation and an anonymous individual 
for their generous match at the breakfast.

To date, 100 supporters have joined the Friends of Clare Housing, 
pledging a five year commitment to the agency. 

Thank you to the table hosts, donors, volunteers and sponsors for 
making the morning a great success!

The 4th annual a place to call home breakfast will be held on October 
8, 2014 at the Nicollet Island Pavilion.  Table Hosts are a key element 
in making Clare Housing’s fundraising breakfast a success. Table 
Hosts are asked to invite friends, family and colleagues to join them 
in filling a free table of 10. This year, we are looking for 30 table 
hosts to be a part of this inspiring morning.  

 If you are interested in learning more about how you can help, please 
contact Elisabeth Loeffler at Elisabeth.loeffler@clarehousing.org or 
612.236.9524

A place to call home was 100% underwritten 
by businesses in the community:

3600 Labore Road, Suite 8
St. Paul, MN 55110
P 651.787.0687
F 651.787.0407

frerichsconstruction.com
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Save the date for 
next year’s breakfast

October 8, 2014
Nicollet Island Pavilion

7:30 a.m.
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An Inspiring Volunteer’s Story
Blaine first arrived on the scene in 1994 at Grace House I. What initially touched 
Blaine and kept him coming back all these years? Nancy Wilke's smile and her 
warm, welcoming presence in the house; and a simple plaque hanging outside 
the door of Grace House I ... Love Spoken Here.

Blaine was taking a humanities class in which 
he was required to do some volunteer work. 
He had heard about Grace House through 
the Metropolitan Community Church and 
the rest . . . well . . . let’s just say it was a 
place where he saw hope.

Two residents passed away within Blaine's  
first month of volunteering. But like the sign 
hanging outside the door reads . . . there re-
ally was love spoken here. "Back then the 
residents were weak, sick, and behind their 
eyes there seemed to be emptiness, sad-
ness," says Blaine. Today, almost 20 years 
later, Blaine goes to Grace House II and he 
sees smiles and life.

Blaine first started out cleaning, running er-
rands and helping around the house. About 
three years later he started cooking and 
eventually volunteering at Grace House II. In 
addition, he recently became involved in the 
Buddy Program and volunteers as a buddy 
to Scott. He saw the Buddy Program as an-
other opportunity to give. 

Scott was diagnosed with HIV in 1989. 
Through the efforts of his case manager, 
Scott found his way to Grace House II. 
And today, for Scott, this is his family. He 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“I am very happy at Grace House II. This is 
really home. It has nothing to do with the 
house. It’s the people. THIS is home," says 
Scott. “The more people who come through 
our door, the more love we have.” He does 
have the support of his chosen family. And 
Blaine is part of that chosen family.

Is there an aha moment to Blaine’s story 
as to why he has stuck around for over 20 
years? Blaine put it quite simply . . . “it’s the 

energy. It’s a loving place and it just simply 
captivated my heart. You know, we have a 
tendency in life to get callused to what we 
see around us that maybe doesn’t directly 
affect us. We get used to it. I don’t ever want 
to get callused."

Who has been the greatest inspiration in 
Blaine’s life? His grandma. Blaine’s grandma 
will soon be 93 and lives independently. 
Every Saturday, Blaine visits his grandma and 
comes home with several loaves of home-
made sweet breads to share with friends. 
Several of those loaves of bread have been 
shared over the years with the residents at 
Grace House II. 

Thank you Blaine, for sharing a meal, being 
family and bringing friendship these past 
20 years to Grace House II. 

VOLUNTEER  
PROFILE

"Grace House is a loving place and it 
just simply captivated my heart"

MEET BLAINE

Blaine (left) visiting with Scott and Oreo the cat at Grace House II.
Join Team Clare on the Red Ribbon Ride

Travel with hundreds of riders, crew and volunteers to help raise awareness and 
resources for eight incredible Minnesota AIDS service organizations, including 
Clare Housing. This four day, nearly 300 mile bike ride will start with an open-
ing ceremony at Mall of America on Thursday, July 17th, and end with a closing 
ceremony at the beautiful State Capitol in St. Paul on July 20th.

New Route! This year the ride will travel to a new area of the state; going 
southwest with overnight stays in Belle Plaine, Mankato, and Waconia. The 
route, a mixture of hills and flatlands combined with Midwestern charm, is 
something not to be missed. Plus, the new route doesn't have as many hills as 
the original route!

 

Special Volunteer Opportunity
Team Clare has agreed to serve as the “refresh team” at the closing ceremo-
nies.  By the fourth day of the ride, riders and crew are exhausted. The “refresh 
team” will come in and help with set up and tear down at closing ceremonies, 
unload trucks, sort and pack supplies.  If you are interested in being part of the 
team please give Xander a call. We are hoping to recruit 25 people for this very 
important opportunity.

If you are interested in riding, crewing or volunteering for Team Clare, please 
contact Xander Lilly at Xander.lilly@clarehousing.org or 612.236.9529.

"We both have many friends who are HIV-positive.  

The Red Ribbon Ride helps to raise vital funds to pro-

mote awareness, fight stigma and provide services for 

those living with HIV /AIDS here in Minnesota. The ride is 

an amazing 4 day journey that will change your life. We 

hope you will consider being a part  of Team Clare! 

— TEAM CLARE CO-CAPTAINS, NICHOLAS 
RUSTAD AND XANDER LILLY

Join Team Clare!
Red Ribbon Ride
July 17–20, 2014


